
Sacred Lands 
of the 

Indian Reservation in 
Uco·nr-,rninAA ceded over I 0 milliOn acres 

nni!Pr-nrnPr>T in a federal treaty 
to cont1nue to hunt 
land of their ancestors 

granted the state 
autr1ority to grant permits on a state level 
creates an 1ssue With the recogn1t1on of the treat1es that 
were signed decades ago 

The m1ne site and 
Prer11storic Menominee 
wr11cr1 extends 3 miles on each side 
River in both Wisconsin and Mlcr11gan 

The m1ne threatens to desecrate ancestral sites 
as 

• V1sible burial mounds. ra1sed agncultural beds. food 
cacr1es. ceremonial sites. dance nngs. and village 
settlement 

• There are 5 sites listed as 
Nat1onal Reg1ster cf Historic 

to be l1sted on the 
[NRHP) 

• 8 sites are potentially el1g1ble for NRHP, 6 of wr11cr1 are 
adJacent to the pit 

• I 0 unevaluated sites. 2 are adJacent to m1ne facilities 

• The Menom1nee Nation r1as made a Native American 
Grave Protection and Repatriation Act Cla1m -Confirmed 

• There have been 2 studies done 1n the 
past more studies should be to preserve the 
cultural hentage and r1istory of the Menominee Nation 

Noback40.org 

Contact Your Government Officials 

Marouette, Ml 
Joe Maki: makij3@nichigan_gov • 906-250-40 I 5 
Hal F1tch fitcr1h©rnicr11gan gov 

OEO Air Quality DIVISIOrl 906-228-4853 
30260 

Mich1gan ONR 
William Moritz: mori1zw@nichigan_gov • 517-284-6367 
I 99C US 4 I South 
Marouette, Ml 49855 

Governor f\1ck Snyder 517-373-3400 
Northem Micr11gan Office 
234 West Avenue 
Marouette, Ml 

us 
I I 5 

of Engineers 
IIC 

Marouette, Ml 49855 
lrepac@usace_army_mil • 313-226-64 I 3 

202-225-4 735 

Dnr'""'"'n'"'-'''" Beau LaFave 
House Office Building 

PO Box 30014 
Lam1ng, Ml 48909 
beaulafavE@house_mLgov • 517-373-1056 

US F1sr1 & Wildlife Service 906-226-657 I 
rnidwestnews@fwsgov 

EPA Robert Kaplan kaplan.robert@epa.gov 
3 I 2-353-2000 • 800-621-843 I 

Email: savethemenomineeriver@gmail.com 

Save the Menominee River- Stop the Back Forty Mine 
Protectors of the Menominee River 
Citizens Against the Back Forty Mine 

EPA-RS-2017-011805_0000833 

Save the 
MeNOMINEe 

River 
... and Green Bay, 

Lal<e Michigan, and 
OUR water. 

For us, our children, our future 
generations and all our relations. 



Threatening our River 
• Aquila Resources, a Canadian Mining Company is 

pursuing mining permits in Stephenson, Ml 

• Permits granted Mining 632, Air Quality 

upcomrng with MDEO and public 
comment period (date to announced) 

• They seek to mine copper, gold, and zinc from an 
open pit sulfide mne they call the BACK 40 

state the life of the mine will be 7 
their investors are told I 6 years the 

final 8 being an mrne 

• 83 acres wide (3,615,480 square feet) or 
• Two Lambeau Stadium complexes wide 

• 750 deep or-
• Two Statue of Liberty deep 

• A mere 50 YARDS from the 
Menominee River, which flows the 
Green Bay of Lake Michigan 

• When crushed sulfide rocks and particles interact 
with oxygen and water, they create sulfuric acid­
the same caustic substance used in car batteries 

• Sulfuric acid dissolves rock and leaches out toxic 
metals, the substance is commonly called 

Drainage (AMD) 

• Unlike most iron sulfide mining pitlakes 
contamrnate water as acid and metal leaches 
indefinitely along the pit walls into aquifers and rivers 

Above: Rendering of proposed mine site pn,~rr..::.rr>inr 
on the banks of our beautiful Menominee River. 

Right Map of mine submitted in permits. 

Risldng our Water 
• Eastern US has nearly 4,500 miles of streams pol,uted 

from mines 
• Western US has nearly I 0,000 miles 

polluted by 20-50,000 mines still generating 
• In 20 I 0, the metal industry was responsible for 

4 I% of all toxins the environment 

gallons oft fresh 
do so in petpetuJty 

• Sulfide mining has a near-perfect track record of 
Mining companies are unable to 

sulfide mine that has EVER been 
deverooed. operated, and closed without producing 

drainage 
• "When asked to point to a mine that has NE\/ffi 

polluted, Joe Maki of Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) confessed "I cannot." 

• Cyanide will be used on site because of the"low grade" 
of the ore. Due to it's highly poisonous nature, cyanide 
has been banned from many countries and territories, 
and also the states of Montana & Wisconsin 

• In I 988 alone, overall cleanup cost of AMD was 
estimated at $30 billion 

• Taxpayers are left 
mrnng companres 
bankruptcy 

for the after foreign 
for 

• "Upon mine closure, 65 million tons of waste rock and 
tailings will be backfilled into the pit where they will 
remarn a timebomb of pollution and 
hazardous waste. 

EPA-R5-2017-011805_0000833 

Wildlife 
threatens aquatic life and 

the threat has not been fully 
evaluated 

• Serious lack of population statistics of endangered 
mussels, clams, snail, and macrojmicro invertebrate 

99% of the of 250 

been 
in the Menominee River, an 
breeding habitat 

have 

• The Shakey Lakes Savannah is the MOST intact and 
diverse area of and oak barrens in Northern 
Michigan, and includes intermittent wetlands 

• Formerly 30 million acres, all that remains is 0.02% of 
oak savannahs in Michigan, it is one of the rarest 
landscapes 

• Endangered species and Species Concern 
in the savannah area include Dwarf rvrrrKw·ee:J, 
Vasey's Rush, Hill Thistle, Torrey's Bulrush, Prairie 
Birdfoot, Bald Eagle, American Burying Beetle, Long 
Eared Bat 

• Diversion of the wetlands could also streams 
which irrigate the state Carney 
wetlands, where over native orchid species and 
thousands of other plants have been saved from 
highway construction 

• Leachate from the mining process have 
highly elevated levels of arsenic, sulfide, 

copper sulfate, iron. mercury- all of 
are detrimental to plants, animals, life, 

and humans, even at slightly elevated 

• These pollutants cause symptoms that can lead to 
failure of nervous system, brain 
heart, lungs, Can cause cancer, 
and the kind of nerve damage seen in Parkinson's 

• The Back 40 is by Foth, the same group 
that designed the Mine, which Aquila has 
touted as an example of a 'successful' mine, although 
high levels of water contamination have been 
detected years after its closure 

Visit this link for full detcils on how 
Back 40 would be far worse 

https ://flambeau m ineexposed2. word press. com/back -forty I 


